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FOLLOW-UP  ON  ANTHRAX  AND  HAITIAN  DRUMS 


In  the  investigation  of  the  cutaneous  anthrax  case  acquired  from  imported 
Haitian  drums,  a  total  of  368  imported  Haitian  products  made  in  whole  or  in  part 
of  goatskin  have  been  cultured.     Bacillus  anthracis  has  been  isolated  from  26%  of  9 
different  types  of  products,  including  7  of  23  items  purchased  prior  to  197A.  The 
following  chart  illustrates  the  risk  of  contamination  with        anthracis  by  type  of 
product. 


Item  No.  Cultured  No.  Positive  %  Positive 

Rugs  58  A5  78 

Goatskins  10  4  40 

Mosaic  Pictures  55  20  36 

Voodoo  Dolls  13  3  23 

Drums  •  219  22  10 

Other  J13  ^  15 

368  96  26 


Rugs  may  be  even  more  frequently  contaminated  than  the  figures  indicate,  for 
the  process  of  culturing  consumes  only  a  few  square  inches  of  material.     Of  39  items 
purchased  at,  or  turned  in  by  retail  outlets  in  the  United  States,  there  were  20 
rugs  and  18  were  positive  for        anthracis . 

Because  imported  goatskin  handicrafts  having  attached  hair  have  been  found  to  be 
frequently  contaminated,  persons  who  have  these  products  are  again  urged  to  turn 
them  in  to  the  state  or  local  health  department  for  appropriate  disposal. 

(Information  from  MMWR,  v.  23,  No.  25,  for  week  ending  June  22,  1974) 

FOLLOW-UP  ON  ORF 

A  biopsy  from  a  patient  with  suspected  ORF  proved  to  be  positive  for  ORF  virus 
by  electron  microscopy  (Center  for  Disease  Control,  Atlanta,  OA).     The  virus  particles 
can  be  recognized  by  morphologic  appearance  using  non-specific  staining.  Virus 
isolation  attempts  are  limited  by  the  prohibitive  expense  of  maintaining  the  special 
tissue  culture  required.     Antibody  testing  may  also  be  accomplished  on  acute  and 
convalescent  sera,  through  the  Center  for  Disease  Control  (Atlanta,  Georgia). 
Any  specimens  should  be  submitted  through  the  State  Microbiology  Laboratory 
(Helena,  Montana  59601). 


This  is  the  first  laboratory-confirmed  case  of  ORF  in  Montana  for  many  years. 
The  patient  resides  in  south-eastern  Montana,  and  had  direct  contact  with  affected 
sheep.     The  lesions  are  slowly  subsiding. 

Any  questions,  any  comments,  contact  this  office  449-2645. 
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